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Aconitum luanchuanense, a New Species of
Ranunculaceae from Henan, China
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Abstract. A species of the genus Aconitum ( Ranunculaceae ), A. luanchuanense,
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described here as new from Henan Province, China. The morphological differences between it

and its ally, A. coreanum, are given.
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Aconitum luanchuanense W. T. Wang, sp. nov.
Fig. 1. A—E (Sect. Aconitum ser. Brachypoda
W. T. Wang).

Species nova haec est affinis A. coreano
(Lévl.) Rapaics, quod tuberibus obovoideis vel
fusiformibus, petiolis longioribus 1.4 = 4.5 cm
longis, sepalis extus dense puberulis, sepalo su-
pero fronte infra medium constricto, petalis gla-
bris, eorum calcaribus minoribus ca. 0.5 mm
longis, flore 3-carpellato, ovariis densissime ap-
presso-puberulis facile differt.

Tuber thinly carrot-shaped, ca. 6 cm long,
6 mm in diam. Stem ca. 54 cm tall, at base 4 mm
in diam, densely adpressed-puberulous in the
distal portion, glabrous in the proximal portion,
simple. Leaves all cauline, dense, proximal ones
shortly petiolate, distal ones sessile, glabrous;
blades subcoriaceous broadly ovate, 4—6.8 cm
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long, 5-7 cm broad, 3-sect, segments 2-3
times dissected, ultimate lobes linear or narrowly
linear, 1-2 mm broad, apex slightly acute, mar-
gin entire; petioles 0-5(-20) mm long. Raceme
terminal, ca. 10 cm long, densely 10-flowered;
lower bracts foliaceous, other bracts small, 3-
parted, or undivided, linear; rachis with pedicels
densely adpressed-puberulous; pedicels 1-1.5 cm
long, above 2-bracteolate; bracteoles linear or
linear-triangular, 1-=3 mm long, glabrous. Sepals
5, vyellow; upper sepal navicular-galeate, 2 —
2.2 cm high, having flat frontal side and short
rostrum, abaxially for the most part glabrous, on-
ly near rostrum pilose, adaxially sparsely puberu-
lous, lower margin concave, ca. 2.5 cm long;
lateral sepals suborbicular, ca. 1.5 cm in diam.,
abaxially glabrous, adaxially sparsely pubes-
cent; lower sepals narrowly obovate, ca. 1. 3 cm
long, 9 mm broad, abaxially glabrous, adaxially
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A. Upper part of flowering stem; B. Middle ca
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Fig. 1 Aconitum luan
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sparsely puberulous, apex truncate-rounded. Peta-
Is 2; claws robust, ca. 1.8 cm long, 0.6 mm
across, glabrous; limbs ca. 1.2 cm long, above
pilose, spurs incurved, 2 mm long, with a few
hairs, lips ca. 7 mm long, glabrous, at apex di-
lated and emarginate. Stamens numerous; fila-
ments 6 -8 mm long, below linear, 1-nerved,
above filiform, sparsely ciliolate; anthers broadly
oblong, ca. 1 mm long, glabrous. Carpels 5;
ovaries narrowly oblong, ca. 4 mm long, on each
side transversely ca. 12-nerved, only on dorsal
suture sparsely puberulous; styles 2 -2.2 mm
long, glabrous.

T (Henan) . ZEJII 8, TR UG E R &%
MO BE, R £ 42 1 ( Luanchuan County, Miao-
zilongyuwan National Forest Park, Jijiao Moun-
tain), alt. 2200 m, & k& (on cliff), f£# @ (fls.

Yellow) , 2008-08-19, @&z, MiN/E(Q. Gao &
Y. S. Chen)87(holotype, PE) .
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