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A Convenient Method for Screening Genes Related to Fertilization
and Embryogenesis in Arabidopsis
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( State Key Laboratory of Hybrid Rice, College of Life Sciences, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072)

Abstract: Research on early embryogenesis and fertilization is a central issue for
understanding sexual reproduction in higher plants. The forward genetic method e. g.
mutation, is commonly used to explore the physiological functions of genes in plants.
However, the high false positive rate in mutant libraries based on regular mutagenesis
methods, for example T-DNA insertion, transposon, ethylmethane sulfonate and high-energy
rays, retard the screening of mutants related to fertilization and early embryogenesis. To solve
this problem, we developed a new method to construct mutant stock. We introduced a pollen-
specific fluorescence marker ( pLAT52:: EGFP) into the T-DNA element of the plasmid
pCAMBIA1302, then transferred it into the qgrt7-2 mutant, in which the four products of
microsporogenesis remained fused and pollen grains were released as tetrads, to construct a
T-DNA insertion mutant library. This allowed us to discard the false positive mutants rapidly by
simply visualizing the fluorescence of pollen. In addition, we could determine the mutated
gene locus of candidate mutants through inverse-PCR. Results showed that this method could
help screen mutants related to fertilization and early embryo development rapidly and identify
the mutated gene locus efficiently.
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1 7 IF ( Arabidopsis thaliana) & + 5 1€ &t
(Cruciferae) WY, BEAAEKEME, 5T
wAEEAL . SN/ EEFHD | AYIME R
TR G, R — 5 DR Ak o A
(0 e SR A, G RE IR 4 4 B RT3 T 2000 4F 12
AN R X IF 5 F 2 ) 2 0 5 %
MY AR AT S REAERE X, &8
I AT ARG T 98 AR A 1) 2 U R o7 B4 o i — 1k
ARAYFEDE I X2 K R 33k 1 2 kAT D Re 43 A
M AT LA AR AR 8 B BRI s e, 2 H
HIIE [t L 2 e hdse i . e R0 B

FAI RS AR R I 7 SR Y B4R (B4R . fb2F
P75 EMS ( Ethylmethane Sulfonate ) %) Fiif4 4t
B Y T-DNA i A 2481700 &5 4 B 75 Rl
EMS fb2=i5 B B A AR T o, RAEWR S £
BRSO (A B AR A R A N AR R R, 1F
TEGEAE T I MELL AR | RS RS E M TAE R K
ke, EMS Ak R s B A R L — 1k,
S X AE AR I A ELA R 2 A8 7 o5 LA TR, [
s FH I 5 2 i 128 28 AR AR SR B AR BEARAE AR 25 1
RS = G NG RS ERE A AR NS el MK (B
HRKRIG, ForFEm 2% 01, 1258 T-DNA #fi A
AR By T #EAT IE ) R ) 38t A% S A 90 A2 B B
Z AR (E W N -1 =10 Gl i B 1 D L Y e a
A TPURA S RAR A, TE A TN 1 58 AR IR A 00 Y
Fefih b, FRATES K R EIR 5 gy TP
i PEHUL R T 32 K5 RN S IR S 2 R DG JE PR 2 AR (AR 1Y
vk, BI7E#K pCAMBIA1302 (1) T-DNA Jof4: I
WAL R 0 BT IR Bh e (058t A (enhanced
green fluorescence protein, EGFP) % ik jo
(PLAT52:: EGFP) , It¥6AL B AT U5 4E 8 1 Co-
lumbia %7 A= BRI TF 28748 14 grt1-2 (CS8846) ',
FA S A S 1A R T A2 A R IR i 2 A AH DG [
(1) T-DNA #fi A S&ABARSCHE . 7 A3 T W) 215
A5 EMS bR HIL GE R T-DNA $i A 57875 1%
AR, Rk, HATRARE A E T-DNA i A A,

1 RS 7%

1.1 #RNMESESR
T-DNA Z&7A5 1R 3C 12 i 15 19 75 52 44 B2 U FE I

FANMK qrt1-2, ¥ qrt1-2 R F AT 2 9 (IR
AN K = 2:1, 1 mLIHEEW S 10 ub 10%
Triton X-100) FHiE ¥ 15 min, FLATCHE K bk 4
W, W 1/2 MS Bk RE L, SR T MM
IFERIE AR R, A1 RN ERE&E,
RO E R L A = 301, BEEE R (A
FHEIM ) 2R E; JCIRE W 16 h JLE/8 h
B, RGN HOGAT; WA 22°C, 7EURIT
AR, R I AR 24 [ HURTBEE SR
FEBYBROAL DLGIE A0 RAFAE R [F, ARYETS
BRI A IR B B 40U e I o R AR B AR AT
S5
1.2 1EERMEL

PRI R IT T-DNA S8 A8 (RS . #E BT A
PCAMBIA1302 14 ATl b 38 AR 55 5 29 6 i
EFRCEN (pLATE2 i EGFP) , F1 K| FHACKT B B Bk
GV3101 A7k R ARG TR 463E " K B F
1 ~ 2 d IR TR qrt1-2 AL R AR
FHAL T (& 5%FEHE . 0.02% ~ 0.05% Silwetl-
77)H, 458 30 s B, nas AR B RE
Wi T IR AR SR IG5, e SR DA bR ISR 78 00 1
BUFWR TR F
1.3 RLMEHIFIEFILEE

GRASR IR T 5 4 AR LI 1, M T
HERFFHEEREYSET 172 MS WIER (KE N
50 mg/L) Ptk |, 4CHERFE 2 d; R
HRBEERIR 7~10 d, BB PLSE @ EMY
T ACPH A I S AR R L RS AL B A B Y
FH A R AR BT FH 2 't Sl A B ( 815 FV1000) X
TR HEAT DI BE , IO DU A iARAE R TP 2 4
H GFP 5 CAE MR AR, o JHL Al 2 Bt At 51 £ 2R
SR IMCE SO, EE XA R T ICE R T,
R G R RMIE (R TWME, AZE), AKX
IR T AR 75, B5ET 1/2 MS & Zhutk
RiFRdk Lk, JFAE I O ULER AL B 2 6 KI8T T,
PRI R RS G PR 25T HA A
FhFlE £ T A, H S5 BORF 7 B 4%
TR T A T rh, FFAERT 8 A B AL R 5 S J K
T AR R RS T, & TAUER 2T A S
T, B IFHEAT T, AR 58 48 P A8 Bk 04 07 28 |, 40 7 72
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Fig. 1 Steps of Arabidopsis thaliana transgenetic mutant screening method

5 2R ATE B0 T RET I I R B (2lis RAESR

ﬁgjﬁhjﬁﬁ?m%kﬁ@%/ﬁﬁ%i)o %w‘LB HYG 35S MCS LAT52 EGFP RB A
1.4 T-DNABALAMHE o

K HIR ) PCR ¥ 8 R 2 T-DNA B4 AL
B (1R CTAB BARIRIIR IR S IR BE | g, poR pee 220 A% amg B
M F (40 mg) ML 4L DNA, FE%F 100 pL 7% C TDNA
K (2) R LN DNA(K 2. A),
VIR % ] EcoR [ #1 Hind I (NEB A #]), 1]
A Sacl . Konl ., BamHI | Xbal . Pst] %, AP = anchor primer Genomic DNA
fgUIR R R 50 uL, 37CRMEHR; (3)#EH, H LA 8 445 SR O C
3 [ it ) [t T 705 FH 30 L LA K W12 AL
Wi, EEIRZR N 50 ub, 4CHEESR; (4) LB U
HEBP L BRI SR POR 574, JLR B I LIS priner TONA 15155 primer
J50ul (Kl2: B), #5PCR Y #5194 N 0 O W I
AP1 (5'-CCCAGGCTTTACACTTTATGCTTC-3") #i Genormic DNA T-DNA
AP2 ( 5’_CTATAGGGTWCGCTCATGTGTTG_S’) . A EIRARAY LR (A T-DNA T A) 5k f7 8

. RVIAL S, B. VI B IS PCR 7 6 A5 ( Bk
P55 1 = YRR 40 A5 1E R EE — %8 PCR i SLBPRNS L) 5 C. BAEAR AR TE B

A. Single enzyme digestion mutant genome ( with T-DNA

BOAEH, 59k AP3(5'-GCTCGTATGTTGT- element insertion) ; B: PCR to determine the insertion site
GTGGAATTGTG-3’ ) Il AP4 ( 5'-TCTAATTCCTA- after digestion and ligation; C. Verifying the correctness of
T-DNA insertion site.
AAACCAAAATCCAGTAC-3'); % — %2 PCR ¥ 14 2 &M@ PCR ﬁﬁE T-DNA #f N\ i s FI5EE
}fz%éé%”ﬂﬁc Eﬂ&ﬁﬁﬁﬁgl % LB-S ( 5'-CCAAAATC- T-DNA N m R IEFHE

. Fig. 2 Identification of the T-DNA insertion site by
CAGTACTAAAATCCAG-3") ¥, inverse-PCR and verifying the T-DNA insertion site
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1.5 IHIF T-DNA NG S B EF

W B 15) PCR 4738 7= 4y i I 1 45 SR 5 40U R o 5
AL P8k AT BLAST HLXt, Jf AR 4 A 45 /9 (7 371
—EME > 90%) U IT R R AL P TR S5 511,
J15 T-DNA Joi 75054 LBVS (5'-CCAAAATC-
CAGTACTAAAATCCAG-3') PCR § 1 if Jif fity 5 4%
IRFEIRIZ 96 UE 0 1k 3] 1 5 A8 (A Bk T-DNA 4 A
B IEFPE(E 2. C) .

2 HRENH

2.1 BERN®mE

GEARR AL SN e R R, FRATIEH Co-
lumbia B74: B B I quartet 5 28 4 ( grt1-2) 1
MM R, Columbia B A BI$E R IF A /Nt F 78
ok kB E AR Bt ST (K 3. A),
I quartet 5878 A (1 /N F 76 DU 43 1K 2 & 2 WA
PRI BEAR 0 FE, HAE M 9k Ry U oA AE 4 (1B
3:B) , BAZMEEK A e RS AEEME,

3 Columbia F 4= BB FFHITEH (A)
BRI qrt1-2 HE# (B)
Fig. 3 Wild-type Arabidopsis thaliana
pollen (A) and grt1-2 pollen (B)

qrt1-2 FEkRE AR LIS 7 2O B /N DU AR R
Z57E—ifL, ML Columbia ¥ A= AU4LI R I 5 A A1l
PEATIAL AT, U ATOCE AR U MATER e
AR TR 2 MEB AT, 2 e L%
J6. P9 T-DNA $fi A7 5 226 hRic 12 B, 1E
qrt1-2 AL i R] LUAR 5y R B 22 07 i A A SR
R, WRRARMREA ZH 0 T-DNAFA, T, £
L IE N REARR A DU S R AE RS AT B ANl 4 A AER R A,
TObt, HRAEREMRE 2P EFE, WRRHA] Co-
lumbia B A 8 DL g T4 S 9 22 1A F i 2 1) 15 35 4
BHUTT ZEGE IO I L B A BE 2 15 s

DURA AR, AR T R qrt1-2 15 R 5eb
BHUR A w5 1 FATTE [0] i e S AL AR 5%
2.2 T-DNA #f T HasiE

FEAR pCAMBIA1302 1 & Al [, F&ATT X
T-DNAJCHFZEAT T — L8 80 (E4) B FE 4014

EcoR 1 (377)
Sac [ (387)
Kpn I (393)
BamH | (398)
Xba I (404)
Pst I (420)
Hind III (428)
Avrll (437)

NOS 3'UTR

CAMY SUTR PolyA signal

PolyA signal

Left Border pCAMBIAL-1302-LAT52-EGFP

10366 bp

Right Border

HYG: Hygromycin; CAMV35S. CAMV 35S promoter; MCS. Mul-
tiple cloning sites; EGFP. Enhanced Green Fluorescent Protein;
Kan. Kanamycin.

4 pCAMBIAL-1302-LAT52-EGFP i El i
Fig. 4 Plasmid map of pCAMBIAL-1302-LAT52-EGFP

pCAMBIA1302 i) T-DNA Joi4 b5 A—ATE 463
vk kR B T pLAT52 3R 511 EGFP 1E43 7%
Jehric, ik T-DNA 5ER9GED, Xk
AIEARTERAN S BT, @ W
PP I E AR R AL A e G T oh,
TEZ FORE A o5 (MCS ) &b T B8 A2 96 11 51 DD 47 45,
PLF] T 522 T-DNA 7 5 198 E
2.3 ZAEKSHEEKNIGIE

kT ) i 5 32K BRI iR AR A G 58 AR
A, T B A s e Ik PR R PR O 5 Dy 4l R AR AR
(APTREI AL S BOEI G ) . LM A 3T pLATS2
KB EGFP 1 3% ik 23 ffi 5 AR R AR & 1 2t ¢
O, FRATAT LUAR R 19 43 1 464 B 56 X 43 T, 40 5%
B MRS R RS G R (B 5) , 1F
T AR I BRI AR v, A R SR 5 A B D
T-DNAffi A, WP Ae R has i 8l 2 A~ B A
GFP 2 G AE R R, Ui LEE 21 &4 T-DNA
ARBL, M5 Ak 2 WA RO LR R B



568 T W Bl 2% 2F

%533 %

A, B, C: ZGZBKNM, WMEERTICEM AR BGETSE; D, E, F. TREEE B ERME, MK

R 4 MER R A SR EOE; A, D. BligiliE; B, E. fEZOLEE; C, F. &,

A, B, C. Heterozygous mutant. Two of the four mature pollen from the same meiotic product have green fluores-

cence; D, E, F; Homozygous mutant plants screened in T, generation. All four mature pollen from the same

meiotic product show green fluorescence; A, D. Bright images; B, E: GFP images; C, F: Overlay images.
E 5 BEiEEMAARELEEREHLERTEEK

Fig. 5 Rapid identification of heterozygous and homozygous mutants through pollen fluorescence

ARIER (5. C), & A 54 DL T-DNA i A1
T AREE LR S A Rk iR, AnSR pU oA b 4 A
AERYRIER LA 986, T 3% I i bl Bk 2 4 A 28 AR 1R
(KI5: E, F), WA T AR5 3L 58748 40 tk
(1) DU oA AE A TR R A AN IE R B 9, R
T ARG AR TC 4l B AR R
2.4 (RPEMYE REEHERR

T-DNA #fi A 2845 (1 46 83 7] L) & 4 058k
HAEW ORI 560 BT & ) EGFP 9868, #5
JT A B oG AR A LB, TR )
HZFRERE T T-DNA ARSI EE, k2
WA, T-DNA Hfi A8 5 80U & 000 1 e ik )
f2 ) I 50% Bl TR R, S0 LR G i
TFARGARIEAY | A= —Fh i Y R AR XS
EABEE, A& T T-DNA i A5 2 iy 3t )
ARG DRI T 0 A7 R BRI iR K A AR
KGR 3 AR P TR BH M 2 AR R R AR 5K
WS B SR AR R, R F VX

JEIER I, LYk 07 AR R PR HA D
M ERETME (K 6), BRlE 596 (T-
DNA) JEARTZES, HME WA M T T-DNA i A
SN HIL R AT YR g BRI
VU5 (A6 R o TG AL R R 4 , T HLWCF B
BLAY, AERTBEA T DU AL IE 1 ~ 4 DN ER T
TEOFTE(EI 6. A ~ D), FFLL 2 MEBIE R
Feilfieimr, T-DNA B DU A Y 28 748 R 48 Fy 36 Y
(E16: E) &I ZIivk iy FRAR R A

H1& 1 RT DL AR A e v e € A ) 57 98728 1) 43
FRAEE R, KF] 946 4>, AR EEN 12.5%,
Yoo 1A ) 5 2 AR RHR ELAT WUE R, 1T ELIE 1Y 32K
FRIANRNG & A2 AH G AR B R AT 38 4, AR
AR EET) 0.50%, AN F AL GE 0 J5 i AR 2 1
GEAR A i B L I ) 2R R IR G K A A DG 5%
ARPR AR A RAME, 1) AR 9% 3 i 0 B 7
BRI —R, A REMNAT . Yl
]
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A - D: Mutants with chromosome translocation with aborted pollen. Pollen with green fluorescences show
no abortion; E. Control mutant with single copy T-DNA insertion with no evident phenotype in pollen.
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Fig. 6 False positive sterility mutants caused by chromosome translocation

®1 REEEBERSEIT

Table 1 Statistics of mutant library
i SZ A Fn
SR WA A Petafh 5 WG K AEAH
j& AREL AR REL KGRAFEL

- No. double No. chromosomal  No. candidate

No. total : ) . L
insertion translocation fertilization and
mutants ;
mutants mutants embryogenesis

mutants
7583 844 946 38

2.5 T-DNAfENGLEMTHE

PAREW R, ik — LR A 87
AL SiE KA, T-DNA i A AR 14
PAE T H T-DNA 3 A7 A5 0T UPRSE A . 56 F 2
AT F], R PCR REM P it & 15 2]
T-DNA ffi A i (K 2) . Jeinl PCR 3= 222 B il
PR N DI X 2 AR (R L I 4 DNA ATV, JFK g
I A BE A B BIE FRIR DNA 4378 1 SR )5 Al
FES5 4 FIE DNA 43§ #E15 PCR 971812, th
TH% PCR R H M 2R 7514, FIy 880
JEH o

3 itit

BT Y AT RS 1 — et i, B

e — T HA RN, S RIRIG & A4
MRt R YA TEATE ST R EE . o TIR
ABEFEZRG 5 B G A A B 0 IR L], o 2
Ha S AL PR P2 T HEAT 07 15 LA BRAR A O BRI 5%
AR AR AE R T S A IR I S A AR S 2
PRAR IR B e — > TAR R FBRHS | 3RF5A
ROGRAR AR D ROIRAE R A, 2B P DR 4 225
DA B A G 5 0L Rl T 2 A R U e i 2 A G
PURARIRBET i, AT YRR | et
Gy NI UE (PN R A v L

(1) RN -G POCARICEDL, AT EA ) E I
ADLEAEE RO T PR A TE T, AR I A 1A
FMRRLEG IS A . ML S L LAY T-DNA 1
ARALWIFAE T-DNA $l AL E AR T, A
e PCR 744 U7 ik i g T, AU bR 5 45
R, BEAE T AR Hb e o e O 2o 1 2 15
A SRR, TR MM S LA 4 A AL 7 A
14 SR AS AR 75 O 4l G S AL AR R A B IR, A
HIF S 37 1Y) 22 R AU P T 2 A 5 IR B A A A G
SEIR AT ik e g fay o DR | TR b A e R AL
R R A5 A, 3 T 5E ] B 8 5 520K Al
TIIRIG S A A OGO B B A RR AR ) B L, A
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(2) RARN 5 2 ECE DL, W AE quartet
RAKE SRR D HERR 207 sl AR A, 1558
B A A 28 7R T A A A TR A O B
0L, A BERARAIE AL S AL E . 40 Chen 28 AR 1H
'3 Ds e R FHAL R TR bR, 158 T — A%
R CCGY®Y |, (ATEZRARRTG e R, N T
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MITRER ITFIRETR L A B E 1T DNA 2438, IS0 0 4
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A5 ARG K Az AH S SE DR B 7 vk e i i K
DAEAR 9GP %5 e R R R 1 B 2248 DY
T-DNAff A, iR 5481k & A 2 ¥ D1 T-DNA i
A, DT ARH 5L R AR AR U R 4E B i A 3 A Ek 4
A RSN, R B 255

(3) & THEBR YL AR 28 4 Fn G e {4 5 o7 T B0
PR MCE 22 A8, G A B 131 23 T B 50% I+
WRME , R R AR R AR R ) R ge
5 51 RABAA S LRI B R AR R A TR IR 23 TR
I E SR 50 71 . ARG o8B IR 7 kAR
MENE e (1 Z) 73X A 9 AE 5 FLIE L FAR R AR R X
GyFF, AR ST E N A S SR T 32K 5 R R
AR G R R A BT O ik R S R AR R 9Ok,
quartet 27 RTS 5o v i 5 HEBR Y ik B 4 T B0
B BRI B 2 AR K

(4) % T 4% T-DNA M3 751, A 58 48 gt
I, 45 HbRRL AR BIRSS, i — ke
E A=W e o2 7 R A L DALY T DN S R S K VAT
G, SCEAE SRR K (g 6 N H ) P mARHFSE
LTl 3 i) pCAMBIA1302 # AR F 51, H) FH 2 1)
PCR ¥4 37 K i 1% e # it 2 6 22 T-DNA Jfi A A2
i

iyl

SN A E B R AR S A B PN AL

FRATTERZR ) BB 5 7k C AR T AU R T 32 4 AR
SRR A LE AR G P SRR AR B T I, JF
GEINESYIEE stogsy 2 AE VY e i) Nl =)
AR TT AR, IR O AR AN s | o e 2
JEMAZARLA 1) GCDT 28748612 Ik, A#F5E
ST B R R T 2K 5 PRI e A A SR TR Y
BT R MR AR | BRAERE DT

o8 40 R I AL AR 12 705

S 30k
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