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Seed Morphology and Its Taxonomic Significance of Spiraea L. in China

JIANG Dan-Dan, ZHOU Jing, CHANG Zhao-Yang"®

( College of Life Sciences, Northwest A & F University, Yangling, Shaanxi 712100, China)

Abstract. The seed morphology of 29 taxa (including 25 species and 4 varieties) from
Spiraea L. in China was studied using light microscopy ( LM) and scanning electron
microscopy (SEM). Results showed that seeds of Spiraea were narrowly linear to elliptic in
shape, with testa lustrous and striate, reddish brown to dark brown in color. Ornamentation of
seed coat was ascribed into four types, reticulate, double reticulate, areolate and chainlike
reticulate. The ratio of seed length to width (L/W) supported the traditional division of the
subgroups in this genus. Seed surface sculpture may have definite systematic importance in
the taxonomy of Spiraea species.
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Table 1 Sources of 25 species and 4 varieties of Spiraea L.
ErRes iz RAEHh RNTZZS
Codes Species Locality Voucher
B4 R 4B Sect. Spiraea Ser.
’ gL s MIBTIIA IR Ttk 157
Spiraea salicifolia L. Harbin, Heilongjiang G.Z. Wang 157
S4B 1EF A Sect. Calospira K. Koch
5 Jet Lk 4 s]a52R T K 17908
S. japonica var. fortunei (Planch.) Rehd. Fangxian, Hubei J.Q. Xing 17908
3 MRS AY pu)i Ak - 3702
S. japonica var. acuminata Franch. Zhaohua, Sichuan Z.P. Wei 3702
4 LA T 14367 878
S. fritschiana Schneid. Lushi, Henan J.Q. Fu 878
s KL 55435 S, fritschiana var. WAL A TR K 12967
angulata ( Fritsch ex Schneid.) Rehd. Junxian, Hubei J.Q. Xing 12967
6 L% ] B £ FFAJE 131
S. wilsonii Duthie. Huxian, Shaanxi B.Z. Guo 131
7 FPGLE LA B 7Y 22 g 25500 3151
S. veitchii Hemsl. Ankang, Shaanxi P.Y. Li 3151
s TS WAL FEAERE 11799
S. henryi Hemsl. Zigui, Hubei T.P. Wang 11799
9 KEFFHLA PG oK L s {2 9228
S. longigemmis Maxim. Taibai Mt. Shaanxi K.J.Fu 9228
10 LlEET i {3 5952
S. rosthornii Pritz. Yuzhong, Gansu Y.Q. He 5952
» A LA £ 4339
S. trichocarpa Nakai Benxi, Liaoning C.S. Wang 4339
12 R T Bl P JE £ W4 HR 5 3894
S. uratensis Franch. Meixian, Shaanxi J.X. Yang et al. 3894
K17 4H Sect. Chamaedryon Ser.
13 =G L HAF HEBA 02118
S. trilobata L. Pingliang, Gansu The Yellow River Team 02118
14 FERF LA il ob R T PE 10559
S. blumei G. Don Junxian, Hubei J.Q. Xing 10559
15 BB LH AL L T K 11944
S. hirsuta (Hemsl.) Schneid. Wudang Mt., Hubei J.Q. Xing 11944
16 LA LI XU Aok 2807
S. chinensis Maxim. Huangshan, Anhui T.N. LIOU & P.C. Tsoong 2807
17 TAFLA JEs il XL 1039
S. dasyantha Bge. Xishan, Beijing T.N. Liou 1039
S. laeta Rehd. Hezhang, Guizhou P.H. Yu 1343
19 RABLY P14 i 40923
S. sublobata Hand. -Mazz. Shimian, Sichuan C.J. Xie 40923
20 FMF LA PN 5 Tt AR R XIS 8928
S. elegans Pojark. Genhe, Neimonggu T.N. Liou 8928
o1 LA il 3115 1504
S. alpina Pall. Gansu K.T. Fu 1524
- ALk i FLPY L 74
S. myrtilloides Rehd. Unknown Vasilyev 74
3 HERLH Bepi 71 5t T35 X 254
S. sericea Turcz. Shigquan, Shaanxi J.Q. Xing 254
24 L4 ST XI5 7323
S. flexuosa Fisch. ex Cambess. Shangzhi, Heilongjiang T.N. Liou et al. 7323
o FREIFLA SRV BF B 2152
S. chamaedryfolia L. Boli, Heilongjiang Y.L. Zhang 2152
o6 LA FHEY T k¥ 688
S. mongolica Maxim. Pingluo, Ningxia Z.Y. Yu 688
o7 EHSHALA ol HEEA 03394
S. mongolica var. tomentulosa T.T. Yu Yuzhong, Gansu The Yellow River Team 03394
o8 B or] Hroktah HH A 03073
S. mollifolia Rehd. Yuzhong, Gansu The Yellow River Team 03073
F TR A Sect. Glomerati Nakai

29

4y o
S. hypericifolia L.

Wpg e e
Zhongyang, Shanxi

i A 1488

The Yellow River Second Team 1488
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Table 2 Seed morphological features of 25 species and 4 varieties in Spiraea L.

G s 2N TARFEE FFHR/N (mm) Ktk
Codes Taxon Shape Color of dry seed Size (L x W) L/W ratio
BEl4ETEF 4B Sect. Spiraea Ser.

1 gﬂ)ﬁeﬁ?ﬁfﬁcifoﬁa gN\é(a%éc);fvévIy linear ?aﬁ%rown 213£0.12x0.25 £ 0.07 8.64
S4B F 4 Sect. Calospira K. Koch
2 ?32?()%2?; var. fortunei gNE;I:EjI% elliptic E%rgvn 1.40 £ 0.04 x0.24 £ 0.02 5.80
3 ?iiﬁﬁ var. acuminata gﬁ@t% E%C%Nn 1.01 £ 0.07 x0.21 £ 0.02 4.79
4 é‘%jf[;/%fﬁfna ﬁ;ﬁ% elliptic E%rc%vn 1.61£0.12 x0.32 + 0.04 5.03
5 ?u;/%égffngfﬁr. angulata lg\lﬁa*fgf;ﬁw)l{/z elliptic E%C?;Vn 1.73 £0.08 x0.31 £ 0.04 5.59
6 %%%é%/;% erEa%;z)T\fvly linear %ﬁi‘ 1.99 +0.12 x 0.27 + 0.05 7.47
’ !éﬁﬁ;eé}/?c%/% :l‘ﬁ;gfgévly linear I%%Ieﬁdﬁléh brown 1.68 +0.18 x 0.23 + 0.05 7.33
8 %;;fry, @fﬁ% elliptic %ﬁ%i 159 + 0.06 x 0.27 + 0.04 5.80
9 ?%%g%é?mmis ﬁ@t% ge%d%h brown 1.26 + 0.05 x 0.28 + 0.03 4.51
10 ?J;L%f%%?g// ﬁ@% E%E;vn 1.17 £ 0.06 x 0.25 + 0.03 4.61
" ?%/ﬁ%cﬁpa lg\lﬁjfgf\illy linear E%O%\/n 2.70 £0.13x0.36 = 0.03 7.56
12 ?%ﬁiﬁ?s ngi%r?Ear E%gvn 2.37 £+0.14 x 0.34 £ 0.03 6.98
KA Sect. Chamaedryon Ser.
13 %%/%éifaé TEP?IEII% ?I‘B%C%\/n 1.29 £ 0.10 x 0.33 £ 0.03 3.88
14 ?Iﬁfﬁij;% ﬁt% %ﬁi 1.30 £ 0.07 x 0.29 + 0.02 4.51
15 %ﬁ%/?gfi% g?lt% gi%fe@ 1.37 £0.11 x 0.34 £ 0.04 4.07
16 ?%ﬁﬁiﬁiﬁs ;Ea*fﬁ% elliptic E%c%vn 1.67 £0.12 x 0.32 + 0.07 5.28
17 ?%ﬁ)%f;%tha gﬁ!@g{é %}%E 1.29 £ 0.09 x 0.27 £ 0.02 4.86
18 kit ﬁgg o 1.44 + 017 x 0.37 + 0.05 3.87
19 AT ’{f“hfg o 1.31 + 0.06 x 0.26 + 0.03 496
20 ?@,@?ﬁ @fﬁ% liptic e 142 +0.14 x 0.26 + 0.03 5.40
21 ;r%—uél/%:n%% ﬁé%gfvly linear I%%Ieﬁﬁsh brown 1.92£0.10 x0.22 £ 0.02 8.68
22 ?%ﬁ%ﬁ% ﬁ;ﬁ% elliptic éR:Eeﬁth brown 1.73 £ 0.07 x 0.32 = 0.03 5.38
23 is"%%ﬁc%jg gNEa*fE% elliptic géz%c%sh brown 1.29 £0.07 x 0.25 + 0.06 5.23
24 ?%ﬁ:ﬁiﬁ lr\lféagfgvﬁvly linear %ﬁi 1.59 £+ 0.12 x 0.23 + 0.05 7.00
25 g%gr%;fj;ﬁyfoﬁa ﬁé%gévly linear I%ﬂ‘%u@s 1.89 £0.25 x0.27 + 0.06 713
26 ?%ﬂﬁ%ﬁca ﬁfﬁgévly linear gRIeﬁj%h brown 249 x0.18 x0.29 = 0.03 8.65
2r ?%ﬂ%’?ﬁéﬁfﬁﬁr. tomentulosa lg\lgﬁgvﬁvly linear %eﬁc%sh brown 1.98 £ 0.24 X 0.27 = 0.06 7.29
28 ?u;%’jiéﬁ fj?r%ar ZRIeE}:C?S‘h brown 1.98 + 0.10 x 0.30 + 0.03 6.67
FRFA Sect. Glomerati Nakai
29 ?%}%gﬁffﬁf ngizr?Ear I%?Ie%dies‘h brown 1.66 £ 0.10 x 0.25 + 0.03 6.54
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PP KRR 1 Plate 1

500 pm

J ] o /(I
RHBETELFRBEYTERES, 1~3: MIMFELY; 4~6. SLMFHLY,; 7~9. WRFLY;
LA ; 13~156. KRMEILEL4E; 16~18, PRILZ ‘
SEM photographs of seed coat of Spiraea L. 1-3: S. salicifolia; 4-6. S. japonica var. fortunei; 7-9. S. japonica
var. acuminata; 10-12, S. fritschiana; 13-15. S. fritschiana var. angulata; 16-18. S. wilsonii.
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?EI?&EEiET%%aaEEMW&ﬁ’I 35, ﬁfﬁi}zﬁé 4~6: R A 7~9: KFFHFLL; 10~12: IS t
%; 13~15; BARLELA; 16~18; '%h "ia’%

SEM photographs of seed coat of Spiraea L. 1-3: S. veitchii; 4-6. S. henryi; 7-9. S. longigemmis; 10-12. S.
rosthorniiy; 13-15. S. trichocarpa; 16-18. S. uratensis.
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500 um @

PAHBEETHEEFEREDTEMES, 1~3: BAUSGLE,; 4~6. EMAELE,; 7~9: WILFELE, 10~12. AEFLE,;
13-15; HEHLA; 16-18: MEHLIN.

SEM photographs of seed coat of Spiraea L. 1-3. S. sublobata; 4-6. S. elegans; 7-9: S. alpina; 10-12. S. myrtilloides;
13-15; S. sericea; 16-18. S. flexuosa.
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500 pm (68wt
— @ TR L 7 0% 7}
PHEBRETHERXEEEYMERES, 1~3: ABNFELY; 4~6. 5 WFLY,; 7~9. BEFNFLE; 10~12. &

ML, 13~15, Gt FLs,

SEM photographs of seed coat of Spiraea L. 1-3. S. chamaedryfolia; 4-6. S. mongolica; 7-9. S. mongolica var.
tomentulosa; 10-12. S. mollifolia; 13-15. S. hypericifolia.
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