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Molecular cloning of cycloartenol synthase from Trigonella
foenum-graecum L. and its effect on diosgenin biosynthesis
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Abstract. As a naturally occurring steroid sapogenin, diosgenin is an important intermediate
for the synthesis of hundreds of steroid drugs. However, the biosynthetic pathway to diosgenin
has not yet been completely elucidated and it remains unclear whether diosgenin biosynthesis
originates from lanosterol or cycloartenol. In this study, the gene encoding cycloartenol
synthase (CAS), TfCAS, was successfully cloned from a diosgenin-producing plant Trigonella
foenum-graecum L. The open reading frame of the TfCAS gene had 2 271 base pairs of nuclectides
encoding 756 amino acids. TfCAS showed 94%, 91%, and 89% of amino acid identities to the
CASs from Medicago truncatula Gaertn., Pisum sativum L., and Lotus japonicas L.,
respectively. Biochemical analysis using a yeast expression system confirmed that TfCAS
encodes a functional CAS protein that can convert 2, 3-oxidosqualene into cycloartenol. The
TfCAS transcript level in Trigonella foenum-graecum was further genetically modified by
overexpressing the TfCAS gene via the hairy root transformation system. Real-time PCR
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analysis showed that the TfCAS transcript level was significantly up-regulated in the TfCAS-
expressed hairy roots, suggesting success of the transgene events. Compared with the empty
vector-transformed lines, the overexpression of TfCAS led to a slight but non-significant
improvement in the biosynthesis of diosgenin and B-sitosterol. These data indicate that TfCAS
may not be a rate limiting enzyme but may play a role in the diosgenin synthetic pathway in

Trigonella foenum-graecum.
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2 & (Diosgenin), N FREHE 1 T (L
EHaiewon), BAMGIMEARK, PLEE ., R
PAT PR S 2R A, %S
Pk J& 200 £ Fh (S IR R KA TR
H AR LAY ROOR T E R IR RS2
Y, EERHERA R, RS e 1
AEYIBEZ PR K, HET, BEHie Rk
ZUEME TS difl, ATFHRGARE R
R Y A & M #57 ( Dioscorea zingibe-
rensis C. H. Wright) . % J¢ 2 i ( Dioscorea nip-
ponica Makino) Pk J& i 7 I ( Trigonella foenum-
graecum L.) %%,

EFRRAEVIBR RS MR T M, PERiE
CRY A T A B R A O H B S A
AR ER R RN A RATR T BRI R, M
Py 2 55 T R BB o S P, i A R D T
DA FH AR o A 2 B 5 WA A A 2 R
TR BB R WG e I T M S BEL 2 B4 B BT,
IR o AR AT e R R R G &k, 35
Fr] o5 25 i ( cycloartenol synthase, CAS) &% 1k
& 15 PR AL B (oxidosqualene cyclase, OSC) % %
R — R, RS SR b R 2 S B T
A AR, il 2, 3-% b & I 2 24 B) o i
Rtk I v, BT, CAS R HE MBS ( Pisum
sativumn L.) '™ FA¥E( Betula platyphylla Suk.) '™
)& - # #i ( Dioscorea zingiberensis C. H.
Wright) [ 8 2 Rk 4 vh 4y 2 3k A5, ¥ 4r CAS
FER P REWAT B TR0 AN7E A AR 4 i v
il CAS #9235 B W 1 FE 9 5 B 0 5 m AR
27 S ( Withania somnifera (L.) Dunal)
CAS LR 1) 2% 35 7K T 1 A%t 2552 1 1 6 P9 1 Ak
EYIRA R, BIEnT I, CAS By Nl fig LA
PR el SRR KA G G R A, (B2
CAS S5 115 3 AW G L) B sk i 2 0 o5 i

R

PRULATE TR, SRR
AR R L b —
TEMAERIT . AT AR T 8775 0
AVETITE, RIS THI5EL CAS JER %
LR 075 L LS TP R i
ARPERIZS, SR TR R R A RS
TORBILRE, (R, AT A e
K TICAS 3, IR FIIE B 4235 F GE A JUE ML)
AL OIS JFalE— S5 RIS U B AR
. AEHI R RSN, BRI R
KPR A AR, LR 2
R PO BT 2 IR

1 #MEERE

1.1 #E#HE

AMFFE LA P EL L RS v o SRR AR
Wil &S B EREE S Wk, HAERFLNE
JE R SR T 3% EERERY MS FMARRE #3821
1.2 #HAB CASERM®:E

I A 52 36 2 iy S99 S 57 ) 5 7 L A S 4 SO
i Blast 43 A1 i 6 Hh — 4% HL AT 58 B I ik ) 2 A
(ORF) ) CAS B 73, #&it¥ 1514 CAS-1F
FICAS-1R(F£ 1), M L RT-PCR Jriky 1y #
P TFCAS JE Y ORF 4 KB 41, 4714 7= 1y [m] i
JG iR Z pEASY blunt simple # A, &% 10 )5k
HPRE TR T . I P 1E i ) BA R P R A T R
F%, HRIUIRL,
1.3 EBREEKRRKIE TICAS EE R E L IHRE
1.3.1 TCAS EEEBEHAMHBIRIE

K WIEE Bglll il Spe | ¥4 TFCAS H:A
() SR 5 I BE R 3k 204k pESC-TRP # 17 XL ],
FIFH T4 B REK TICAS #: M4 A pESC-TRP #
1, RASEERE A A pESC-TRP-TICAS,, K F i
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Table 1 List of primers used in this study
LB S 51975 (5'-3")
Primer name Primer sequences (5'-3")
CAS-1F CGGACTAGTATGTGGAAGCTGAAAGTTGC
CAS-1R GGAAGATCTTCAGGCCTGCAATACATGACGA
CAS-2F ACTCTTGACCATGGTAGATCTGATGTG-
GAAGCTGAAAGTTGC
CAS-2R AAGTTCTTCTCCTTTACTAGTGGCCTG-
CAATACATGACGAC
1302-F AATCTTCGTCAACATGGTGG
1302-R TCACCTTCACCCTCTCCACT
CAS-R GCACGAGTGGGTGAGGATAG
CAS-F CTTGGAGTGTTTGAATGGTCTG
actin-F GGCGGGATGGTATTGAACTTTGTAC
actin-R ATCCTGAAACTCATCTTCCTCCTAA

FREREE AL ¥ pESC-TRP-TfCAS % {k i 74 52 56
AT 0 A A I T B R R R, DL pESC-
TRP S ZAR Jxf i, B A B B RE A ML B T 5 mL
CRMBEBIE IR (& 2% #%58E) , T 30°C,
250 r/min £ TR 5E ;. IR HR R SRR R 10
15 JE 545 T 20 mL TR SR B P 4k 2235 57 2 ODgy,
H°4 2.5, BEOWERM, TRKEER 2K, HE
PR 2 100 mL BERESBBE B G IR 0 (& 2% 13
BE) thEESE 3 d,
1.3.2 YRR S KN

W AR BB 1 TR O S5 43 T WSO T B 20 A R
ARG FRIL, AP IR T R AR S B Rk rp ¥ AR 4R
W TSR3 - % (GC-MS) 43 H7 ., AR
BTN . WIRZBAUKES G 'E TN,
SR FH 15 38 5 4 U0 S g A T I R A LA, B3R
B EEAIIRRY, 5 3K, REWIERGET
85 L @i, HEFEET AT R
SRR R CBRIEAT 2 Ui, REWIZE TR %
FE . AR TR AR SR iy, &
OARAS I AP, T GC-MS 41,

K HH 42 £ 46 7890B/7000C i# 1T GC-MS 43
Mro @A HP-5ms; W% 1 mL/min, 3t
FE1 ~ 5 ul, HEFE TR EE 250°C, 2By n
. FERAR 80°CHEF; 1 ming #RJ5 LA 20°C/min finl
WZE 310°C, 1£4% 15 min; Bk E N 45 ~
700 m/z,

1.4 TICASERNEREGEHREZSENN
1.4.1 TCAS EEEHLEEBHMEITERIE

FIFHT19) CAS-2F Fil CAS-2R( 3 1) 4 s #j
UL TFCAS HEH 7 91, 38 3k — A0 7 it ok g JH o o )
Fik Ak pCAMBIA1302 H, FRAFHE Y k1K
pPCAMBIA1302-TfCAS, & H T filh 35 K pCAM-
BIA1302-TfCAS i 5 25 % HE 43 il i Ak ik A AR 4k
FFE K599 1, %EBHIERE %, K PHIE R & T
5mLLB(FHERMRIBER) HRES, T
28°C, 220 r/min &K 375 K H 4T 100 mL
B SR 2 ODgo fHiA %] 0.8 ~ 1.2 1, M
20 mL B HEAT L, I i, EAH 5 mL i
MS WA SR EEBIT, VB BN IR G R

DIREFR 15 d B 7 T 4L 85 1 22 B AR,
BT LR RFFEEIZ T 5 min, BT 1/2 MS
A 1 % 3 (% 3% BERE, 100 pmol/L Lt T 7
fi) B398 3 ~ 5d, RIGHBEZE MS BB 773
(& 3%HENE, 400 mg/L kT R) IR ELH
BRI, 2912 d R ZEB I AL, KRR
A, BRAERLZ 2 A A JE T3 LA ) BE 2
B, HENE: BIEC1 em &AM, KA SDS ¥
FEHCDNA, #17 PCR %5 . PCR %@ R MG
9 1302-F 5 CAS-R, %5 e fb 25 AR 519
1302-F #1 1302-R(F 1),

ARG IARAT TICAS N EE ALY FHE & H 18
MR, RIS BRI AL BH P R AR 15 4%, B LikEE
1k TFCAS F: K 5 23 AR X B 1 BHE R AR 4573 3
H, ZWABTR, BEERFT-807C,
1.4.2 RiffSEHKEN

KD E 7 PCR X 7500FAST #6:il B A% %
b TICAS 3L R fy R ikim, LU actin 3L NN 2,
TFCAS JER i g AR A5 4 CAS-F Fil CAS-R(F& 1)
Pyh, Bt PCR BT K. 95°CHIAEM: 10 min;
95°C7AEM: 15 s, 60°CiB Kk 1 min; 340 AMEH,

-7 {54 T 0 B o] ol 2 A 5 40 11 2 B S 25 T
R, RAEG AT, DL 60 ug fig
M b, IS WH T HPLC 2, HHie
RIIRBGTE AT HE , SRNT . FiERBOK
ZTRHEET 2mL 1 1.5 mol/L H,S0,7, )5
T 100CTF i 4 hy RWAKREEIEMA 2 mL
IECkE, B4 3 W GIFECKRERIFmA
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2 mL 1% NaHCO, ¥E#k, f&tit 2 Ik ddH,O nfr
Ye, BOWEECHRERY L, HERHT
0% ZNE, 20 ~ 25 uyL FHT HPLC %, &
AR T 2 BT AL A B e LC-20AT, {0 i o & it
C18(5 um, 4.6 mm x 250 mm) ., B-%& f§ fE & &
IYMT AR . WEhAH 100% B . #:47 30°C ., i
# 0.6 mL/min, &K 210 nm; ST R
0 ~ 55 min 100%H1lE, H#HiE R HPLC /i 451
WF. WahH 0. 1% /K (A) 5 100% H 2 (B) |
FEA4F 30°C, Jii# 0.6 mL/min ., %K 203 nm;
SRR K. O ~ 25 min 95% B; 30 ~ 60 min
100% B; 60.01 ~ 63 min 95% B,

2 HBRENH

2.1 #HAEB TICASEENHSE

WFoE 45 R R W, #/ TICAS I 2 K
2271 bp, :4wfih 756 2 L (GenBank & Fifi
T KX148475.1) , A g R s, %S H
5XIEFHEMPN CAS B —E RPN, Hi
593 875 ( Medicago truncatula Gaertn.) , i
( Pisum sativum L.) } & FBk#8 ( Lotus japonicus L.)
CAS A Y[R IR 5301 95% . 91%H1 90% ., 1
RERINTLIG B R KB, e N#i P8 TFCAS W% 5L
PRI BRG] HR (3 23 AR B B ) 2R B T — AT 1Y
P, ) P B AR A L 0 R B IR (] — 3
(Bl 1. Ay, #E—BRBOE g R R, %Y
(YR BT A8 X 55 A B ol Pt A e v EE AR RL (TR 1
B) . ULHHZABIIE S 25 = 1 TICAS JE A i) Zi )
B LA A P o A i Y T
2.2 #HAB TICASEREETERIENEFHREREY
3okl

Rt 09 CAS EE TR A EF R R A
B R PR A i, ARWESORE TCAS JE N 7E 4
PR T IR R A A N IR T
etk RARRIFRRGZEBAR AR Z PCR %
E, AR R A AR A2 50% (K 2) , AH
FEXFRR, sl ik TICAS SERE#E T # 7 E A 4R
AR, BB TICAS ZEN W i 3R iA T8 7 &R
AR . 9O6xE & PCR AT ES R K], kil
TfCAS 3 L T iZ B AR # 7 1 AR Hh iy 3R 3k
(K3),

HPLC /45 SR B, TCAS FEH i 8 R kAR
AP EFRERES B-AF 8B, A L6 R4 5 42 =
T 24%513% (Kl 4), (HZESRIERBEKFE(P >
0.05).

B ol
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A I|
[
I _ o _’.-\_.II _ e o
|
[2]
il 11 TICAS
-8 L
w5 IV -
- ]
)
I Xof [
|“'.I I| |II
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i H) Time (min)
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A. Alignment of chromatogram at ions of m/z 426 and 365.1;
B: Mass spectra of cycloartenol and peak 1.
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Fig. 1 Analysis of yeast products
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A: %% pCAMBIA1302 25 # /K i1 # 4 0 & AR ; B: %% pCAM-
BIA1302-TfCAS ZAA M & 7 L& AR

A. Empty vector pCAMBIA1302-transformed hairy roots; B:
TfCAS-overexpressed hairy roots.
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Fig. 2 Induction of transgenic hairy roots
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Relative gene expression
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Empty: %75 # f& pCAMBIA1302 % R 1 TFCAS Iy 323k &,
TfCAS: it FikJg KM TICAS Rk ft; *+ RmE P <
0.01 K FZERHBE,

Empty: Expression level of TfCAS gene in pCAMBIA1302-
transformed hairy roots; TfCAS: Expression level of TfCAS
gene in TfCAS-overexpressed hairy roots; =** . Difference
significant at the 0.01 level.
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Fig. 3 Expression level of TfCAS gene
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Fig. 4 Content of products in positive hairy roots
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