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Abstract. Based on bioinformatics, 28 HSF candidate genes were identified in the whole
genome sequence of Capsicum chinense Jacq. The chromosome distribution, gene structure,
and 3D characteristics of these candidate genes were analyzed. Results showed that the
protein length of the 28 candidate genes ranged from 128 to 526 aa. Phylogenetic analysis
showed that HSF could be divided into A, B, and C subfamilies. In total, 27 HSF transcripts
were detected by RNA-seq. Compared with the control group, 25 genes in the experimental

group exhibited different responses under heat stress.
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Table 1 Basic information on HSF family members in Capsicum chinense
%5 BOsH kel WL ikl (aa) - BORAFHE g g
Locus_tag Protein ID Chromosome Location Protein length Protgln molecular Pl Description
(aa) weight (kda)

BC332_00352 PHU28259.1 1 6561137..6562353 335 36.40 4.91 HSF B-2b
BC332_00353 PHU28260.1 1 6563953..6565169 335 36.40 4.91 HSF B-2b
BC332_00892 PHU28799.1 1 23343803..23347793 502 55.63 4.59 HSF 8
BC332_04386 PHU26054 .1 2 135285364..135286675 404 45.73 5.83 BC332_04386
BC332_04389 PHU26057.1 2 135354793..135356757 329 37.04 7.46 BC332_04389
BC332_04749 PHU26417.1 2 143953125.,143954812 441 50.48 5.29 BC332_04749
BC332_04787 PHU26455.1 2 144497493..144499843 194 22.60 9.42 HSF B-2b
BC332_05681 PHU27349 1 2 161476330..161479650 304 33.67 4.85 HSF B-1
BC332_07209 PHU22102.1 3 45057535..45059035 360 41.23 5.23 HSF A-2b
BC332_08074  PHU22967.1 3 206705688..206706746 326 36.33 476 BC332_08074
BC332_10178 PHU19027.1 4 5671316..5672615 402 45.89 4.96 BC332_10178
BC332_11938 PHU20787.1 4 225550205..225551458 379 42.96 7.81 HSF B-4
BC332_12292 PHU16597.1 5 502996..504824 128 14.63 5.09 HSF B-2b
BC332_15047 PHU13842.1 6 35108111..35110025 361 42.21 5.22 BC332_15047
BC332_15453 PHU14248.1 6 121327395..121329468 335 38.70 4.59 HSF A-2e
BC332_16846 PHU15641.1 6 226495200..226498652 480 54.05 5.98 BC332_16846
BC332_18611 PHU11681.1 7 103768891..103770732 368 42.60 5.41 HSF A-2¢
BC332_19469 PHU12539.1 7 216086386..216088080 432 49.23 5.35 BC332_19469
BC332_20553 PHU08693.1 8 14210597..14218388 513 56.78 4.48 HSF 8
BC332_21024 PHU09164 .1 8 84579534..84581455 362 41.20 4.49 HSF 30
BC332_22861 PHU06372.1 9 2864172..2867079 471 52.75 450 BC332_22861
BC332_23747 PHU07258.1 9 127509380..127512756 248 29.07 7.12 HSF A-8
BC332_24533 PHU08044.1 9 253211066..253211539 129 15.22 6.94 HSF B-4
BC332_26792 PHU05970.1 10 224488523..224493925 526 59.54 9.97 HSF B-3
BC332_32895 PHT98148.1  CCv1.2.scaffold1026 154756..159438 482 53.53 5.46 HSF A-5
BC332_33175 PHT97907.1  CCv1.2.scaffold1183 327820..329274 314 34.94 7.03 HSF C-1
BC332_33939 PHT97133.1  CCv1.2.scaffold1777 22653..23530 258 30.04 9.78 BC332_33939
BC332_34191 PHT96884.1  CCv1.2.scaffold2039 30242..35717 505 55.85 4.85 HSF A-1
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Fig. 1 Chromosomal distribution of HSF genes in Capsicum chinense
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Fig. 2 Motifs of HSF gene sequence and distribution of introns and exons in Capsicum chinense
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Fig. 4 Phylogenetic analysis of HSF genes in Capsicum chinense and Arabidopsis thaliana

BC332_34191 PPPFLCKTYDNVDDPSTDS- - - - VVSWSKSNNSFVVWNVPEF ARDI LPKYFKHN- - - - - - - - NFSSFVRQLNTYGFRKVDPDRVEFANEG- - FLRGHKHLLKS| SRRKAS
BC332_16846 PPPFLSKTYDMVDDLSTDS- - - - VWSWSKSNNSFVVWNVPEFTRHI LPKYFKHN- - - - - - - - NFSSFVRQLNTYGYKKVDPDSVEFANEG- - FLRGHKHLLKTI SRRKPS
BC332_20553 PPPFLVKTYDMWDDSSTDK- - - - | VSWSATNNSFVVWDPPEF ARDLLPKDL CVAYQTPTHAFTLPSFGVF VDI QGFRKVDPDRVWEFANEG- - FLRGQKHLLKSI SRRKPA
BC332_00892 PPPFLNKTYDMDDPSTDK- - - - | VSMSSTDNSFVVWDPPEFARELLPKYFKHN- - - - - - - - NFSSFVRQLNTYGFRKVGSDLWKFSNDG- - FI RGQKHLLRNI SRRKPA
BC332_23747 VAPFLLKCYEMVEDESTDG- - - - LI SUNKSENSFI | WDVPKFSSELLPKYFKHS- - - - - - - - NFSSFI RQLNI YGFHKTDTDRVWEFLNDS- - FLKGRKHFLKNI VRRK- -
BC332_15047 PPPFLTKTYELVDDQSTND- - - - VVSWSRGNNSFI VWDPQTFAMNLLPRYFKHS- - - - - - - - NFSSFVRQLNTYGFRKVNPDQWEFAHEG- - FLRGQRHI LKTI RRRKTS
BC332_15453 PPPFLTKTYELVDDPRSND- - - - VWSWSRGNNSFI VWDPQSLAI NLLPRYFKHN- - - - - - - - NFSSFVRQLNTYGFRKVNPDHWEFANEG- - FLRGKKNLLRT!I RRRRTT
BC332_07209 PPPFLTKTYEMWDDSTI DH- - - - | VSMNRGGQSFVVWDPHAFSTMLLPRFFKHN- - - - - - - - NYSSFVRQLNTYGFRKI DPERVEFANEA- - FLKGNKQLLRNI KRRKTP
BC332_21024 PPPFLSKTYENVEDSSTDE- - - - VI SUSRERNSFI VWDSHKFSTTLLPRFFKHS- - - - - - - - NFSSFI RQLNTYGFRKVDPDRVEFANEG- - FL GGQKHLLKTI KRRRNV
BC332_18611 PPPFLKKTFENVDDPDTDS- - - - | | SUSNTQTSFVVWDPHKFSI HLLPKHFKHN- - - - - - - - NFSSFI RQLNTYRFRKVDSDRVEFANEG- - FQKGKKNLLI NI KRRKQY
BC332.33175 ----- VKTYQWNDPKI DG- - - - LI TWGAANNSFI VVQPLEFSQNI LPVYFKHN- - - - - - - - NFSSFVRQLNTYGFRKVDPDKVEFANEW- - FLRGQI HLLKNI VRKKHS
BC332_22861 | PPFLSKTFDLVDDPLLDS- - - - VI GUSNNGESFVVWDPVEF SRLVLPRNFKHS- - - - - - - - NFSSFVRQLNTYGFRKI DADKVEFANEG- - FLRGKKHLLKNI QRRKSH
BC332_32895 PAPFLLKTYENVDDTQTDD- - - - | VSWTPTGHSFVVWNPPEFARI LLPTYFKHN- - - - - - - - NFSSFI RQLNTYGFRKI DPERVEFANED- - FLKDQKHL L KNI HRRKPI
BC332_04787 PAPFLSKTYDLLEEQEEESSI NKVVSWNGEGS GFVVWCPAEFSEVNLPKYFKHN- - - - - - - - NFSSFI RQLNTYGFKKI ASKRVEFQHEK- - FQKGCRHLLSEI TRKK- -
BC332_10178 LPPFI AKI YENVDDPSTDP- - - - | VSUSSNNKSFI VQNPPVFARDLLPRYFKHN- - - - - - - - NFSSFI RQLNTYGFKKI DPEQWEFANDD- - FLRGQPHLLKNI YRRKPV
BC332_04386 LPPFLTKTYENVDDPSCDA- - - - | VSMSSSNKSFI VWNPPNFSRDLLPRYFKHN- - - - - - - - NFSSFI RQLNTYGFRKI DAEKVWEFANEDNNF I RGQPHLLKNI HRRKPV
BC332_19469 PAPFLSKTYELVDDAYTNP- - - - VWSWSHNGRSFVVWNPPEFARDLLPKYFKHN- - - - - - - - NFSSFI RQLNTYGFRKVDPEQWEFANEE- - FI RGQRHLLKNI YRRKPI
BC332.26792 - -------- MLVEDPATDD- - - - | | SUNSDGSAFI VRQPAEFARDLLPTLFKHC- - - - - - - - NFSSFVRQLNTYGFRKI ATSRWEFSNDL - - FRRGDKDLL CDI RRKKAW
BC332_12292 PSPFLLKTYNMLVENPATDD- - - - | VSVNSDGSAFVVVWQPAEFARDLLPTLFKHS- - - - - - - - NFSSFVRQLNTYGFRKVTTSRVWEFSNDX- - VP- - SQNLFYNYNNVKAY
BC332_24533 PTSFLTKTYQLVDDPSTDH- - - - | VSWGEDDTTFVVWRPPEFPRNLLPNYFKHN- - - - - - - - NFSSFVRQLNTYGFRKI VPDRVWEFANEF- - FE- - - - - - - - --------
BC332_11938 PAPFLTKTYQLVDDPSTDH- - - - | VSVWGEDDTTFVVVWRPPEFARDLLPNYFKHN- - - - - - - - NFSSFVRQLNTYGFRKI VPDRVWEFANEF - - FKRGEKHLLCEl HRRKTA
BC332_00352 PTPFLTKTYQLVDDPTNDE- - - - LI SUNEDGTTFI VWKPAEFARDLLPKYFKHN- - - - - - - - NFSSFVRQLNTYGFRKVVPDRVEFANEC- - FRRGEKGLLRDI QRRKI S
BC332_00353 PTPFLTKTYQLVDDPTNDE- - - - LI SUNEDGTTFI VWKPAEFARDLLPKYFKHN- - - - - - - - NFSSFVRQLNTYGFRKVVPDRVEFANEC- - FRRGEKGLLRDI QRRKI S
BC332_08074 PTPFLTKTYQLI EDQSI DD- - - - VI SUNEDGSTFI VWNPTEF ARDLLPKYFKHN- - - - - - - - NFSSFVRQLNTYGFRKVVPDRVWEFGNDS- - FRRGEKNLLI DI QRRKVA
BC332_05681 PAPFLLKTYQLVDDVSTDD- - - - VI SUNENGTTFVVVWKTAEF AKDLLPKYFKHN- - - - - - - - NFSSFVRQLNTYGFRKI VPDKVEFANEN- - FKRGQKELLTAI RRRK- -
BC332_33939 | PPFI TKTYDI VEDPNTNS- - - - | | CMNPCGTSFVI WDHNRFSFEI LPKYFRHT- - - - - - - - NNSSFVYQLNNYGFKKI GLQKWEYGHYW- - FQAGKKHLLANI K- - - RR
BC332_04389 PPPFLVKTYENVDNPETDP- - - - LVHWTSSKTTFLI TDPNKFCI EVLPKYFKHS- - - - - - - - NLSSFI YQLNNYRFKKVCS YKCEYANPW- - FRAGKKHWLKNI KSRI QL
BC332_04749 GCPFVLKI YENLADI QFKS- - - - LI SUTNNGTSFI | HDNHRFAVEVLPRFFRHN- - - - - - - - NLSSFI CQLNCYGFKKVNWDKFEFRHEW- - FQRGKGQWLKKI KRKPSK
pf kt 66 66 W F66w f 6LP f h n sSF rq61tyg5 K e5n f g I i

B 5 HhESKME HSF ZEFFISH

Fig. 5 Partial multi-sequence analysis of HSF in Capsicum chinense
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Fig. 6 3D-structural analysis of HSF in Capsicum chinense
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Table 2 Number and distribution of cis-acting elements in upstream sequence of HSF genes in Capsicum chinense

R AEHITTHE  Cis-acting elements

BRS

Locus_tag CGTCA-

motif

GARE-

ABRE motif

MBS

MYB

TC-rich
repeats

TCA-
element

TGA-
element

WUN-

P-box motif

BC332_00352
BC332_00353
BC332_00892
BC332_04386
BC332_04389
BC332_04749
BC332_04787
BC332_05681
BC332_07209
BC332_08074
BC332_10178
BC332_11938
BC332_12292
BC332_15047
BC332_15453
BC332_16846
BC332_18611 1
BC332_19469
BC332_20553
BC332_21024 1
BC332_22861
BC332_23747
BC332_24533
BC332_26792
BC332_32895
BC332_33175
BC332_33939
BC332_34191
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ABRE ( abscisic acid responsiveness) % 5 Jiii 7% iz
J )i ; CGTCA-motif 252K F R H s [ i ; GARE-
motif, P-box Fl TGA-element Jy 71k 85 % Wi b JC 14 ;
TCA-element 2 5K #M8 i ; TGA-box A A
RuRotE; MBS f1 MYB 25 T R2iFS, H
MYB it 2 5 m #E KR5S ; TC-rich repeats ¥
e B 55 460 0 7 38 S8 3 WUN-motif S BILAR 35 453 i
MICHF, MYB Fl ABRE 2 )i 8l 7 7 HSF 3 A
Kl AE7E HAGE i 2, BRikzoh, fEH b
TErp i, SHYME P A IS 31 A
I3

2.5 HSFEREMRIESH

ARAEFE SR AL T M 255, X 27 i [
HSF 3R k1 7 i#F — 20 1 2 3K 3 A (Hi b BC332_
04749 T4k S5 4l K4l v TG X B ) G s AS , R BIAR
WF5T B FH A B A & BC332_04749 N, it
TEZHE H B A R E) o 18X B A S 56 20 v,
BC332_33939, BC332 _ 04389, BC332 _ 24533,
BC332_11938 MRk ir 24k, SXTHEZAH L,
Se 2 BC332_07209 , BC332_21024 , BC332-
22861, BC332 _ 08074, BC332 _ 00352, BC332 _
00353 &L i, Hp 17 A HAIEHE 1
Tk X AR LIS A 22 57 (E 7).
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BC332_34191

BC332_16846 8.00

BC332_20553 6.00

BC332_00892 400
[ N BC332_32895

BC332_19469 200

BC332_10178 0.00

BC332_04386 200

BC332_26792 4.00

BC332_12292 . 600
[ BC332_04787

I N BC332_24533 -8.00
BC332_11938
N BC332_08074
[ BC332_00352
[ BC332_00353
[ BC332_05681
BC332_15047
BC332_15453
BC332_33175
I 5332 22861
PN BC332_07209
I BC332 21024
BC332_18611
[ P BC332.33939
[ P BC332.04389
[ T BC332 23747

CK HS
7 A3TCERELAENHESHKM HSFEEREZEMNZM
Fig. 7 Effect of 43°C treatment on HSF
expression in Capsicum chinense
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WA SR A~ e SRR A 24 B & A, FE
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B, BIEM I KR ( Oryza sativa L.)™?"
F i ( Solanum lycopersicum L.)'22 | — 4 1 3
MU R X HSF RN R kAT T A 3 R 4
A% 50 Hr, SEAE IR A B, O
AR R, FEE bl B b AR T KRIBL 3
gt BRI SR, HSF Rk R SR 1 B e 22
SR, WEREE ST A 24 A~ HSF 3R, fEK
Fi . et LA S — A AR B A AT 25 NP AR
Y 1E P E BABP S T B 28 4~ HSF 3L L %K 1,
B[4y AL B, C3AMNEFE> ' Fi ARIHFSE
ZERLH ) A RIERAS HSF R A & & 1
BoEAohe, MRS N TS5 THY A E
JO7 4%l A0 B 202 T B A A 5 )
TR HAE R B S A 7 R AT SR A
i, AJRRY HSFIERILA 17 4>, B EA 9 13
W, CHEf 24, mr AR5 AT5G03720 Fi
BC332_22861 %Ik A J&'®, HARMFT 45 Fms A 22
5o BAMR ARG KRG s R iR, AT5G03720

F1 BC332_22861 5 AHIY C H L R —193 3,
AN 4 1 22 [0 B 1A J5 1Y) — 2540 25 S 45/
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W ELA A ) 25 P S 1 3 R SR 2R e — 2, i HSF 3%
DR 25 AT HE e A S AR X 20 (11 3) 7 F R B
)12 Z&yetatirh ) 24 4~ HSF 3 R4 7 3 17 H
i 10 45 b, 11 51 12 S e iR v 2L K 4y
i, AT 45 R 5 —4F AL BB 0 BF 58 25 51
e, A TFA 4 A5 BA E A B Y Ak F,
SR E—E 25, 5FMm™ B HSF 3 F A
Fo, ASHFZE e E BRAY HSF 3 R 20 A 5 R 4385
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FIR R AT BE & — i A 22 R 2 W 2 A A= 4
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