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Abstract. A new species of the genus Aconitum ( Ranunculaceae), Aconitum rotundocas-
sideun, is described here from Shaanxi Province. Having similar habit and galeiform upper
sepals, this species is closely related to A. crassicaule W. T. Wang endemic to Gongshan
County, Yunnan Province, though the latter differs by its flower arrangement in a panicle with
three small 3-flowered racemes, usually arcuate pedicels, smaller rounded-galeiform or
subglobose, conspicuously nerved, not beaked upper sepal and smaller lateral sepals, and

2-denticulate stamen filaments.
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Aconitum rotundocassideum W.T. Wang, sp.
nov. Fig. 1(Sect. Aconitun Ser. Volubilia Steinb.)

Ob habitum et sepalum superum galei-
formem species nova haec est arcte affinis
A. crassicauli W. T. Wang endemico in Gongshan,
Provinciae Yunnan, quod floribus 5-10 in race-
mum dispositis, pedicellis rectis haud arcuatis,
sepalo supero majore naviculari-galeiformi ca.
2 cm alto obscuro-nervi et conspicue rostrato, ejus
margine infero ca. 1.6 cm longo, sepalis latera-
libus majoribus 1.5 cm longis 1. 2 cm latis, sta-
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minum filamentis haud 2-denticulatis facile differt.
Habitu ea est etiam similis A. hemsleyano Pritz. ,
quod floribus majoribus vulgo 2 -6 in racemum
dispositis, sepalo supero majore alte galeiformi
2-2.4 cm alto apice rotundato praeclare recedit.

Tubers obconic, ca. 1.5 cm long, 1 cm in
diam. Stem twining, near base ca. 9 mm in
diam., subglabrous, many-branched; bran-
ches slender, 30 -45 cm long, ca. 2 mm in
diam., sparsely appressed-puberulous, often
purple-tinged. Leaves petiolate; blades papery,
pentagonal, 4.5 -6.8 cm long, 6.5 -8 cm

broad, at base cordate, to 5—-7 mm above base
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3-parted, central lobe rhombic, 2.8-4 cm broad,
at apex acuminate, 3-fid, with margins incised-
denticulate, lateral lobes obliquely broad-flabel-
late, unequally 2-fid; surfaces adaxially and aba-
xially sparsely appressed-puberulous; petioles
2.5-3.5 cm long, with peduncles retrorsely ap-

pressed-puberulous. Panicles axillary, ca. 8 cm
long, usually consisting of 3 small racemes; pe-
duncles 3.5 -5 cm long; rachises glabrous;
bracts foliaceous. Racemes 2-4 cm long, usual-
ly 3-flowered; bracts linear, 0.6-1.5 cm long,
unequally 2-fid or undivided; pedicel slender,
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A. Part of flowering branch; B. Flower; C. Petal; D. Stamen; E. Gynoecium, consisting of three car-
pels (from holotype); F. Flower; G. Stamen. (K. M. Feng 6957)
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Fig. 1 Aconitum rotundocassideum( A—E)and A. crassicaule(F, G)
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usually arcuate, 0.5-1.5 cm long, glabrous,
near base 2-bracteolate; bracteoles narrow-linear,
3-5 mm long, glabrous. Sepals red, abaxially
sparsely appressed-puberulous, conspicuously
longitudinally nerved; upper sepal rounded-ga-
leiform or subglobose, ca. 1.7 cm high, at apex
truncate-rounded, shortly clawed, not beaked,
adaxially glabrous, lower margin ca. 1.1 cm
long, slightly concave; lateral sepals obliquely
broad-obovate, ca. 1 cm long, 9 mm broad,
adaxially sparsely and shortly sericeous, ciliate;
lower sepals oblong-navicular, ca. 9 mm long,
2.2 mm broad, adaxially sparsely puberulous.
Petals glabrous; claws ca. 8 mm long; limbs
7 mm long; lips 3.5 mm long, near apex re-
flexed, at apex emarginate; spurs incurved,
2 mm long. Stamens glabrous; filaments ca.
3.5 mm long, below winged, and 2-denticu-
late; anthers ca. 1 mm long. Carpels 3, ca.
3.5 mm long, glabrous.
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